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vinces. The Government and the Army suffered
grave Inconvenience from the disruption of services,
but t!.-- Nationalist party also were hard hit. In
endeavouring to paralyse communication, the leaders
forgot that if the Government could issue no instruc-
tions TO their representatives outside Cairo, neither
could they. Thus, in many centres of provincial
unrest, local branches, unable to maintain touch with
Cairo, were at a loss how to act*

But the party, blind to the confusion existing in
their ranks, passed on hopefully to their second
objective. The general idea was simple enough. On
a given date the employees of the Egyptian Govern-
ment would absent themselves from office, and thus
arrest the administration of the country. Many
honestly believed that abstention would be limited
to a matter of two or, at the most, three days, and
were dismayed to discover that they were not to
return until England in alarm threw up the sponge.
Apart from the improbability of that contingency,
the scheme was doomed to fail for other reasons.
There were no funds to give strike pay, and without
some financial assistance many of the clerks with
their families would starve. Efforts to collect contribu-
tions from wealthy sympathizers with the Nationalist
cause were not very successful, for Egyptians give
voluntarily to no man, whatever his claims. Next,
the British elements of the Civil Service, doubling
their tasks, kept the administrative engine running at
a reduced rate of speed. And lastly, Egyptian em-
ployees serving in the provinces only half-heartedly
joined in the campaign.

Left to his own devices, the Effendi would have
registered his protest and slunk back to office in the
course of a few hours. But the Nationalist party had
foreseen that possibility, and had craftily posted
pickets of students at the door of each ministry.